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Nears Wbte iirSeriate 
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' ’ • By STUART TAYLOR porters and: others who seek to expose rdrists.ln"Iib^ and erigaged’in other 

sp*dii»Ts*N^ya*T«a*»^^<v^^ crimes' or abuses by intelligence agents illegal activities for profit while continu- 
WASHINGTON, March 2— The Sen* or informers, including former agents, ing to provide information _to the agen- 


ate is moving toward almost certain 
passage of a bill that would make it a ; 
crime to expose the Identities of intelli- 


Measure Contains Penalties 


• . Senators Joseph R. Biden Jr.^Demo* 


jeoi a DUttnat wouiamaxe it a- TT^^viA juacpn x\. jr., vvmv 

to expose the Identities of intelli- ^ Under the biU^ anyone found in viola- C rat of Delaware, Bill Bradley, Demo- 
agents working tinder „ cover ^ could be tepnsoned for C rat 0 f New Jersey, and others who have 


by press advocates ana civil liberties 

iaK2Sg5aaw.taS! 


up to three years and fined up to $15,000 opposed the Chafee* amendment have 
for each violation. - ^ * - * ■ - .? cited many of these articles in floor de- 

- While the-verslon of the bill preferred bate and warned that the amendment 
by press advocates and civil liberties might make such reporting a crime, 
groups would-pumsh anyone who pub- The/favor a version of the bill that 
•hshes agentsMdentities only if they did preva iied over the House-passed "rea- 


itly make it a crime for reporters and : ‘"tSrgfV*-.. » • 1 , prevailed over the House-passed "rea- 

private citizens to publish formation ^P®?® ^ son to believe” language by a &-to3 vote 

gleaned from- public sources, such as ^ the Sen£e Judiciary .committee last 

diplomatic lists, or using lawful lnvestt?. Oct0 ? e f: i , Ttat "V**** 

who did so with, reason to believe > such Droofof “Intent to Imoalr or lmoede” In.- 


gative techniques, even if the same in- ..... . , ;.. T .. T ., n - — — — 

formation- had ^previously, .been ‘ pub- ^tltro to convict anycne 

lished -> 4 \ - A reporter prosecuted under the ‘ rea- who disclosed agents* identl tics, . - 

In the ttoofdebate; whldhliegaaiast’ Many scho!ars say that both versions 

«^aS?officK?d told WmStphb: °|^S^ tit, ? lt 7 1 ^ vlo3aUo, “ 
noe^tv 1 hv Hcatioa of ;the names of agents would °l J °J °* ^ ® P^ 33 ’ al ~ 

prominent ccnitS^liSrs «5iSS2SSSSS^StS2?* SldStovS^^ ^ ap * 

"Both bills would permit prosecution 
m, 2*I\ bility. Senator Chafee said: ."I’m not of journalists and others who identify a 
sur ® 0131 71,6 New York Times or The C.I.A. agent who has, in violation of 
ou ~ 7iSi>‘im^ Washington Post has the right to expose American law, engaged In criminal con- 

.t^ nam^bf agents any more'than Mr. duct within the United States,” Floyd 
th^.S J hftaS^i’^m l »^^ < m^^ :WolforMr;A 2 ee * Jrhe y ,11 i usthavetobe Abrams, * New York lawyer who has 

ireful about exposing, names of represented news organizations before 
laJtents.’^-^-r-Ti : the Supreme Court in major constitu- 

^tsu^actiyWMW^diE^atoorim- ,“To permit peopie in the guise oirree^i tonal cases said today. •. 

^*^f?™ , ^. lnt « 11 « enC f.“f tl r tle9 domofspeechtoengageinthebusiness, >™. b ,n threatens rnr* ww 
of the United States” even if that was- 0 * ernosine their names is lust insanl- ' ' D vL St^T? 13 ' ccre Flrst 

not theperson’sintent.. tS Amendment rights of American citizens 

-trliiryiiai leaniei'iTB^h^ 82 ^ ^•v Mp %^ a *f® 8aW ’ ' " .moredlrecUy than any seriously consld- 

voies*apecteone«we«^Rj-'T4-- re Senator Chafee has said the purpose, cred by Congress since the 6nd of World 
Final voteson the bill and the amend- of his- amendment is to prevent “despl- « War II,” Mr. Abrams said, - 
ment, sponsoredFby Senator John H.; cable’* people like Mr. Agee and Mr. More than 100 scholars signed a letter 

Chafee, Republican of Rhode Island,are Wolf “who are in the business of naming . in the fall oU980 denouncing the Chafee 
expected by next week. . names” of agents from escaping convio- version of the bill as unconstitutional. 

The Chafee amendment,, which "is tion by arguing that their. Intentions Prof.PhilipKurlandoftheUniversityof 
strongly, supported by President Rea^; were noble. >?>-;.•; •' . * Chicago, a prominent constituticna] ex- 

gan and the -Central Intelligence Agen- ?i The bill would also punish writers of pert with a reputation for conservatism, 
cy, would make the Senate bill identical" artideaexposingthe identities of United [has called the proposal “the clearest 
to one passed by the House by a 354-to-56 . States citizens who act as s ecret inform- violation of the First. Amendment at- 
vote in September/-:-" : ^ ‘tfjzj&t&F.'S .era forlstdligenoeageiicies even if they i, tempted by Congress in this era.”.- -. - >• 

The bill presents a classic conflict fare- not employed as agents and the i But press groups, including the Soci- 
tween the national security antFdvil II Identities oiforeieners who are or have; ety of Professional Journalists and th» 


proof of “Intent to impair or Imoede” In- 
telligence operations to convict anyone j 


tween the national security an<TSvil| Identities of foreigners who are or have: ety of. Professional Journalists and the 
liberties^ «.% ‘ been intelligence agents or informers. - American' Newspaper Publishers* As- 

i. It is aimedprimarily at such former . ; Dozens of artides and broadcasts by < sodatiem, and the American Civil Liber- 
central intelligence#' agents , as Philip I major news: organizations in the last ties Union are concentrating their ener- 
Agee and such, writers as Louis Wolf/ year have exposed the names and acr giea on pushing for the “intent” lan- 
editor of the Covert’ Action Information tivities of intelligence agents, former guage, rather than on what they say 

r Ditllafl«« tultM kati* ■tmSamotiMallit miV * Wa m k 1 1 * ' 


uouw ut uuuciuuvci agcuu jiaum bC<U. ^ V ' 'i- V ' » vv-iogcu* uicum tUIunacrOIIiaalS, . 

with the avowed purpose of. impeding "Because there is a steamroller to 

foreign intelligence aerations.'' Many . ,. . v ' c f pass a bill, we are asking the Senators to 

senators sald' ia the floor debate that Fonner agents who would be pro- ; pas3 ^e least damaging bill,” Jerrv 
this had endangered the agentsV lives tected by tee measure include Edwin P. » Berman, legislative - rowisel for the 
andteei»aonm_s^ty n ^^^ 'A“ eri «“» CivU Ubertles Union, sSd 

^ siii *- . — . ? >. II Times, other newsoaoers and by the - ,o r<— i tr. .i.i« vm i P. .. I 
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